SPECIAL VISIONING EDITION
"A TASTE OF THINGS TO COME

Reflections from attendees

Py 2\ N
- u
- m
- -
- -
A\ #4 ®
METROPOLITAN

COMMUNITY CHURCH
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

Pressley Sutherland

Let it never be said that MCC Newcastle does not know how to
celebrate with food! On Saturday, 12 February, members and
friends, long time attendees and new, gathered to reflect,
consider and name ideas for the coming year. A bring-and-
share lunch was organised by Kate and Susan, and the table
was full. Kate, Hannelie and Charlotte N provided international
sweets to share as well.

MCC Newcastle has been following a strategic plan which will
hopefully lead to the realisation of five-year aims which were
set by the Board with Rev. Cecilia's guidance and community
input. Our visioning day offered us the chance to revisit where the church is at present, to
learn a bit about some practices and programmes in other MCCs, and to begin to focus
our thoughts toward naming strategic aims for the coming year. What is a strategic aim?
Well, it is simply a way of identifying a few ideas, both practical and perhaps a bit
audacious, which we think will most help us to move toward fulfilling the five-year vision
of our community in 2011-2012. The congregation will affirm these aims at the ACM on
10 April.

There were so many beautiful, Christ-like ideas that were spoken and shared. Obviously
more than we can do in a year. But with prayerful consideration and joyful co-operation,
we will be able to glean the best ideas for exactly this time in the journey of our faith
community. As Victor Hugo said, “There is nothing more powerful than an idea whose
time has come.”

Interim Support Pastor, Pressley, we first reflected
on what the church has achieved in the past last
year. As we listed each memorable event month by month, it was remarkable
to see how we have grown and changed, almost without noticing.

We also spent time identifying those areas of growth and spiritual vitality
(‘noticing spirit and momentum’), those where there is a steady-state, and
those where additional support is needed (or perhaps those areas where the
spirit has moved on, guiding us somewhere else). In teams we came up with
five ideas from the most audacious, from the easily achievable (better
advertising outside of the church, for example) to the vision of one day having
our own worship space.

(Turn to page 2 to continue reading this and other fascinating reports )
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There just might
have been
‘Pentecost’ at
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What has
Church Admin and
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common?

An invitation to
EMBRACE THE
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Personally | would like to see us hold our big Easter service, (how about making it a musical

bonanza, our best yet?) — held in the main church, then | would like to see us remain there for regular
worship on a permanent basis. That is just my view, and | would like to know yours.

Without space, and the provision of a decent piano and instruments for our talented musicians, we
cannot grow in the quality of worship we provide, or in numbers. As St. Paul says in this week’s reading
from 1 Corinthians 3, 1-9, ‘I planted the seed, [another] watered it, but God made it grow’. There are
challenging but exciting times ahead - let us do the work, dance forward together, and see where the
spirit guides us, in Jesus’ name.

Cass Johnson
The MCCN Visioning Day was an extremely energising and challenging day. Highlights

included making a timeline of all we have achieved throughout the last year which was a
real eye opener, as at times it seemed as though we coasted through the year so it was
amazing to see how much we have really moved forward. We also made plans to make
the church and in extension church events to be fully accessible to all members regarding

of ability. But for me the most exciting was making plans for the future; our own building,

lots of outreach into both our local and global communities, a safe home for GLBT asylum

seekers — it seems that our enthusiasm, plans and desires know no limits!

MARTIN RIVERS succinctly described his experience as:-

« INSPIRING

- EMPOWERING

« CHALLENGING

« LEAVING ONE WANTING TO DO MORE

« FULLY INVOLVED

« CHURCH AS CHURCH SHOULD BE

« HELPING NEWCOMERS TO BE FULLY INCLUDED
- ABLETO BE ONE’S SELF

(% the many faces who have come and gone throughout the years - is
ol there a way we could get in touch with some of them? In one word,
the day was “stimulating.” 1 was particularly struck by what
Pressley told us about MCC New York, where they have three

services a day! Maybe this is something we can do once we have

grown in numbers. I felt there was a lot of agreement among those
who were there. Next time, remember to look after the old folk! We don’ t always hear
so well and the church is a big space so maybe we can have microphones next time. A
big thank you to Pressley - you are making me think we should have TWO pastors, just

think how much we would get done!



1Bible ffeature

Pentecost at MCC Newcastle 2

teachings of Christ and by this means, day by day,

Vision, foresight, imagination,
the Lord saved many more people. Their numbers

forethought, prediction, ability to see,
dream, apparition, idea, mental image,
visualization, revelation, eye opener,
forecast, portend, predict, foretell, see the
future.

These were some of the words I found when I
looked the word ‘vision’ in my dictionary.
Regrettably, I couldn’t attend the ‘Visioning Day’ as
I was unwell but, I as I sat at home, I gave a thought
for all my brothers and sisters being there. As I
know most of you so well, I knew (not quite a
prophecy I might add), that you would all be full of
unique ideas, dreams and spiritual blessings.

Therefore, it was no surprise to find out the day
went well and you showed just how ‘fabulous’ you
all really are.

Whilst I was reading the reports during my editing of
the first and second pages, a vision came to my mind
of Peter at Pentecost. In Acts Verse 3; Jesus had just
visited the disciples and filled each of them with the
Holy Spirit. Peter and disciples go out to address the
crowd and say ‘we are not drunk, its only 9am. What
you are seeing was predicted years ago by the

prophet Joel:-

“This is what the prophet Joel spoke of when he
said;

¢ In the days to come-— it is the Lord who
speaks,
I will pour out my spirit on all humanity.
Their sons and daughters shall prophesy,
your young people shall see visions,
your old people shall dream dreams.
Even on my slaves, men and women, in those
days, I shall pour out my spirit.”

As result of Petet’s famous address many became
believers in Christ, were baptized, forgiven of their
sins and, importantly, received the Holy Spirit..
Those early chapters of Acts tell us that around three
thousand became Christians on that day. During the
days that followed, these people followed the

grew !

Blimey folks; have I had a prophesy from the

words of Acts Ch 3 1. 42472 Is this is the simple

key to Christian success and growth?

We sing this hymn often at church and think it is
worthy of replication in full.

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,

Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
Be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
Be thou ever with me, and I with thee Lord;
Be thou my Beloved, and dwell in my heart;
Oh Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;

Be thou my whole armor, be thou my true might;
Be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower:
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my
power.

High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright sun,
O grant me its joys after victory is won;

Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Words: Dallan Forgail (8th Century)
The lesson is, whatever else you may rely on,
believe in and count on for your support, if its

vision has Almighty God and Christ the Messiah
within, you won’t go far wrong.

Amen

Claire Liebig-Denham
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Staff Reports

Administrate! Administrate!
Why Being Church Admin is like Dr Who...

;e

Church Administrator's Report February 2011 —
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There. Hopefully | have caught your attention with a ' VGU“WIIIQE

catchy title and humorous (albeit slightly nerdy) EKTEBM'"“TEI]'

picture. Actually, being church admin is more like
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though slightly less glamorous and admittedly it church to the outside world, and we heard

does not involve quite so much time travelling. ambitious but achievable visions to see video
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EXCITING things have happened in the Church the site, especially around social justice. We will

Office since my last report! If we were to borrow  have to think and pray about how this can be done,
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January 8" this year, for example, we would witness

the launch of our new website, On a personal note, | was really happy to see that
some people named Admin/Communication as
something that had gained momentum over the

past year. | hope and pray that this will continue to
be the case.

www.mccnewcastle.org.uk. Since that day our

homepage has been viewed 788 times (and
counting.) Our church blog ¢ a sort of online

notebook of things happening at church ¢ has also
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the past He also has access to the future. As our
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If we leave the web for a bit and time-travel to the April ACM approaches we tie together the dreams

12" of January we will find Pressley, Kate and | we cast at the Visioning Day, our personnel,

congregational and financial resources and the
creative power of the Spirit to make a plan for our
future. We can only imagine what this future will be

sitting down for our first staff meeting

together. We met for over two hours (with cake,
of course!) to discuss our roles and look to the
future. From an admin point of view, this meeting
led to the creation of a three-monthly worship rota,
allowing worship leaders more time and flexibility
to develop new and exciting ways of worship.

And, taking the Tardis on a short journey back to
February 12" this year we find ourselves at the
VisioningDayo | YR ¢ K2 ¢ 2 dz Ry?zl t S X
to eat those international sweeties all over again!) }f
At our Visioning Day it became clear that both the 4

website and printed publicity will be really

like, putting our trust in God who doesn’t need
a time machine to see the future.

When ACM day comes, if you see me looking
stressed and running around to photocopy things,
raise one arm, point it at me and using your best
QEASSEQOZYS{YR YS i
auNIusSXe
God Bless
Charlotte N



COME ALONG IN MagcH To EMBRACE THE SPACE!

Calling al/l musi cians €& worship
artists... well, everyone really!

Over the last year, MCCN has experienced tremendous growth in spirituality,
service and ... numbers! All of this growth means that we are now a little crowded
on a Sunday when we worship in the hall, and we need to think about how we can
create a space for worship that allows us to really maximise all of our talents and
abilities.

The first step is to move into the main church from Easter Sunday. This will allow
us more space, flexibility and opportunities for creative worship experiences. And
this is where you come in!

b
L wad ‘ We need your creativity, vision and passion at an ‘Embrace the Space’ workshop
event on Saturday, ®Marchfrom 10:0012:00 We invite you to spend a few
hours with us in the main church, considering ways we can transform the existing space into one that feels truly
‘ours’ on a Sunday night. If you are a musician we invite you to bring your instrument and plan to play it in the
space.

Breakfast provided! See you there!

Thinking of becoming a member? More Of YOU 'n my ||fe

Enquirer’s Evening S Seekmg God i :

Come along and find out mo Mountain...Wilderness.. nght .Living Streams
Tuesday 15t March 6.30pm .06 13 gz oy 120 27
Church Hall : A i :

Membership Class
Saturday 26t March 12 noon
Main Church

Worshi.b éeriés March 2011

h/‘ut wnr

Holy Conversations

Monthly Bible Study and
Discussion in a Safe Space.

ALL are welcome.
ome along to as many or as few sessions as you like.

Weds 23 March
“Who is Jesus?”
Church Office 7pm

LUNCHES

Come along for fellowship and lunch, caring
and sharing with Kate, our Congregational
Care Co -ordinator .

Everyone very welcome

Monday 14t March 12 ¢ 2pm
Age Concern Café, Mea House,

% m Newcastle-upon-Tyne

TYNESIDE
COfFEE ROOMS



MCC Newcastle Financial Report

Every week, people give generously to the
ministry of MCC Newcastle through the offering
plate at Sunday worship, or through the bank by
Standing Order.

We also receive donations from time to time.
Thank you to the person who regularly sends
anonymous donations to the church office.

We know that you read our newsletter!
Thank you for your most recent donation.

Sunday service Attendance
JANUARY

Week 1 31

Week 2 30

Week 3 44

Week 4 32

Week 5 37

Average Sunday attendance 38

No. of different individuals 44

attending over month

Offering in plate £361.87
Offering through £1950
standing order
Total monthly offering £2311.87
Budget for 2009/2010 £35,520.00

If you would like to start a Standing Order or wan
to sign a Gift Aid form, they are
available every Sunday, by the kitchen hatch!

MCC Newcastle would like to extend a very warm welcome to all readers.
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter which is published on a monthly basis and can be found in colour on our website
www.mccnewcastle.org.uk/newsletter

However, we are obliged to state that nothing in this newsletter either; written, said or otherwise,
purports to represent the Metropolitan Community Church in general.

If you have any comments about either content or presentation please contact the Editor
who welcomes any contributions, but reserves the right to edit as deemed appropriate.




4 vcc Events and Activities

COMMUNITY CHURCH
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

WORSHIP

Sunday Worship Series i More of YOU in my life

Join us on a worship journey throughout Sundays in March, seeking God on the Mountain (6™ March), in
the Wilderness (13" March), in the Night (20" March) and in Living Springs (27" March). The series is
based around the Bible readings of the month. Travel with the worship team as we discover the
extraordinary within the ordinary of our Sunday worship.

Ash Wednesday Service 1 Seeking God in the Depths

A special meditative service with imposition of ashes offered. This service helps marks the beginning of
Lent, forty days when people on the Way of Christ have traditionally fasted or added spiritual practices to
grow in awareness of God's presence in our daily lives.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Holy Conversations Discussion Group

Holy Conversations is about having Bible Study and discussion in a safe space. People of all theological
persuasions are welcometocomeit here are no right and wrong answer
A Who i s adddakes place®in the church office i ring the MCC doorbell! See Hannelie for details.

Art and God is an opportunity for getting to know one another better in a creative environment, and to
experience God in the safe space created by camar ad
Art and God is not about being artistic, itdés about
i mage of God6é, of b éicreajvitycJoie s iniMareh topain maenerssto decorate our

worship space in the coming months! No painting experience required. All materials provided.

Enquirers Evening/ Membership Class

Would you like to know more about MCC Newcastle and MCC worldwide? Would you like to know about
becoming a for mal member of our church? Come along
decide to go forward with becoming a member consider coming to our membership class later in the

month.

SOCIALS

Embrace the Space

Moving into the Main Church was an idea expressed by many people at our Visioning Day. We invite

everybodyt o spend a few hours with us in the main chur
considering ways we can transform the existing spac
you are a musician we invite you to bring your instrument and plan to play it in the space. Breakfast

provided! See you there!

Listening Lunch

Kate, your Congregational Care Co-ordinator, will be available to share lunch with anyone who wants to at
the Age Concern Cafe, Mea House. Come along for fellowship and lunch, caring and sharing. Food is
provided so you just need to buy a drink! See Kate for details.

YAM (Young Adults Ministry) is for the young and the young at heart! Join us to celebrate Pancake Day
at Georgeds house in Thornaby (please RSPV to Georg

For more information, phone/text the church phone 07770 543407 or visit www.mccnewcastle.org.uk
You can find our Facebook group by visiting www.facebook.comand searching for AMCC Newc

MCC Newcastle, c/o St James Church, Northumberland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8JF



http://www.mccnewcastle.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com
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