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Church Administrator Report November 2010 
 

How GREEN are we? 
 
A good question! Rather than tell you about how many staples I purchased 
this quarter (3000!), I thought it might be useful to tell you about the ways in 
which we in the MCC Newcastle office are ―green‖. Here are just some of 
the ways we save energy, money and resources: 
 
 Printing  
We print double-sided as much as possible, reusing single sided printed paper. We have just  
purchased a super-efficient laser printer which uses much less ink than an inkjet. We also print on 
―fast draft‖ wherever possible, making ink last longer, and we use recycled printing paper. We try 
to send out as much information as possible by email rather than by post, and instead of printing 
posters we use a rolling PowerPoint before the service – virtual posters! 
 
 Recycling 
We recycle all paper once it has no further use. We also recycle our plastics  
(milk bottles etc.) 
 
 Fair-trade 
The tea and coffee available after the service, as well as that used in the office, is 
fair-trade certified. 

 

CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR WEBSITE! 
 
One of my jobs as church administrator is to update and develop 
the church website (www.mccnewcastle.org.uk). I am currently in 
the process of making a brand new layout for our website, which 
should be online at the beginning of December. I am also  
updating the content of our website, and this is where YOU can 
help! 

 
 We need recent PHOTOS of MCCN events and activities—some suggestions are CLM, 

Sunday Worship, Small Groups, Socials, Squashes, Art and God, Pride, YAM, Listening 
Lunches...and the list goes on! Please email them to me at the address below. 

 
 Has anything you have done at church recently inspired you? Helped you to grow? Maybe 

you are a newcomer who would like to share your experiences? If you would like your 
thoughts to be featured on the website, email a short paragraph to the address below, 
specifying whether we can use your name or if you would prefer to remain anonymous. A 
photo of yourself to go along with your thoughts is also most welcome! 

 
 
 If you have any suggestions of ways we could be greener, or ideas for our new website, drop me 

an email to admin@mccnewcastle.org.uk or catch me for a chat. 
 

 God Bless   
Charlotte N 

Staff Reports 

mailto:admin@mccnewcastle.org.uk
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   Bible Feature 

We went camping in the Peak District after 

Greenbelt this year and I love to walk. So, one day 

when Annette was having a lazy day, I decided to 

take a walk around the little village near the 

campsite. Needless to say I got a little lost but 

managed to find my way safely back, through a 

field with a herd of cows in it, thanks to some 

friendly passing ramblers. 

 

The next time I fancied going further afield 

and took sandwiches, a flask of coffee and 

a biscuit. I was going to walk Lathkill Dale 

which is one of the finest limestone valleys 

in the country. I tried to persuade Annette 

to come with me to no avail. So whilst 

walking out of the campsite I said to Jesus 

― Oh well, looks like you and me mate!‖ To 

my delight the cows that had guarded the 

field were nowhere to be seen and I said 

―thanks Lord!‖  

 

The pathway soon became narrow and 

rocky but despite my usual physical 

disability I found the way smooth. I became 

enclosed by deep ravines and yet 

strangely, I felt no fear. On the contrary, I 

felt alive and brimming with joy. Whenever 

I found myself lost someone almost 

instantly appeared to tell me where to go. I 

passed a National Peak District sign which 

explained I was walking up through what is 

called Jacob‘s Ladder. Now I was really 

starting to sense the Lord was with me! 

 
The description of Jacob's ladder appears in the 
Book of Genesis (28:11–19):  The ascetic 
interpretation is found also in Saint John 
Chrysostom who writes: 

"And so mounting as it were by steps, let us get to 
heaven by a Jacob’s ladder. For the ladder seems 
to me to signify in a riddle by that vision the 
gradual ascent by means of virtue, by which it is 
possible for us to ascend from earth to heaven, not 
using material steps, but improvement and 
correction of manners." 

Jesus can also be seen as being the ladder in that 
he bridges the gap between Heaven and Earth. 
Jesus presents himself as the reality to which the 
stairway points; Jacob saw in a dream the reunion 
of Heaven and Earth and Jesus brought this 
reunion, metaphorically the ladder, into reality. 
Adam Clarke, an early 19th century Methodist 

theologian and Bible scholar, elaborates:  
 
"That by the angels of God ascending and descending, 
is to be understood, that a perpetual intercourse should 
now be opened between heaven and earth, through the 
medium of Christ, who was God manifested in the flesh. 
Our blessed Lord is represented in His mediatorial 
capacity as the ambassador of God to humanity; and the 
angels ascending and descending upon the Son of Man, 
is a metaphor taken from the custom of dispatching 
couriers or messengers from the prince to his 
ambassador in a foreign court, and from the ambassador 
back to the prince." 

I even passed a hillside full of a plant named Jacob‘s 
Ladder, so given because the arrangement of the leaves 
in successive pairs of opposite leaves resembling a 
ladder. I found myself totally lost, in a deep damp 
wooded ravine and I started to panic. Then appeared 
two men who told me where to go and exactly what to 
expect. This was getting too miraculous for words. After 
safely negotiating what was a steep and rugged climb, I 

decided to have a lunch break.  

When I saw a cave containing life 
size statues of Mary, Joseph and 
baby Jesus within, together with 
the animals, I could have dropped 
my flask. With tears of praise I just 
fell to my knees and prayed. This 
was turning out to be one of my 
most momentous earthly walks 
with God! 

And God hadn‘t finished showing up and protecting me 
yet. A hundred yards up the pathway I discovered 
danger in the next field I had to go through. As large as 
life were a herd of cows, many with their calves and a 
big bull ! The thought of walking back five miles wasn‘t 
one that I relished so I stayed where I was. It was now 
around 4pm, yet to my amazement a young couple came 
up the path and together we gingerly but rapidly climbed 
our way up and out of the field.  

I was lost many times on that walk and yet, by the grace 
of God, I was never lost at all. I was scared yet by the 
love and protection of God I had courage to go on. I was 
saved through my faith. It was an amazing walk with God 
that I shall never ever forget.                                             

Amen 

         By Claire Liebig-Denham 

  I walked Jacob’s Ladder    

/wiki/Methodist
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Knit Graffiti Workshop 
 
By Cass 
 

Proverbs 31:10 
 

A good woman is hard to find, 
   and worth far more than diamonds. 
Her partner trusts her without reserve, 
   and never has reason to regret it. 
Never spiteful, she treats her spouse generously 
   all her life long. 
She shops around for the best yarns and cottons, 
   and enjoys knitting and sewing. 
 

 
The good women (Charlotte N, Hannelie, Maddy and myself)  
along with special guest Mikee met up for an Art and God session at Costa‘s. Armed with coffee, 
probiotic yoghurt and a wool stash of many colours we settled down to produce knitted pieces to use 
for yarn bombing. The concept of yarn bombing is akin to knitted graffiti. The idea is to "improve the 
urban landscape one stitch at a time." Yarn bombers knit outfits for statues, or covers for rocks at 
the beach, we decided on the more manageable option of knitted strips to tie around a lamp post or 
sign. 
 
While knitting may not be the first thing that comes to mind when you think of God, there are  
multiple references to knitting in the bible. Jonathan's soul was knitted to the soul of David. In 
Psalms we learn that God knits us together in our mother's womb. And Leviticus is full of rules on 
what knitted garments should be made of and how they should be cared for. The jury is still out on 
whether these verses are what inspired Charlotte to hold the knitting session or she just wanted to 
indulge in her knitting obsession with like minded people! Either way it was an enjoyable evening full 
of fun and friendship. 
 
Art and God is an opportunity for getting to know one another better in a creative environment, and 
to experience God in the safe space created by camaraderie and creativity. You don‘t think you‘re 
artistic? Art and God is not about being artistic, it‘s about exploring an aspect of ourselves, of being 
‗created in the image of God‘, of being creative since God is Creativity. Keep an eye out for the Art & 
God slots—the next one is January -  and dare to come and SEE for yourself.  
 

By Cass 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=80220089821&pid=45253780&id=61205798&oid=80220089821
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=80220089821&pid=45253780&id=61205798&oid=80220089821
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=211707778875&pid=31460292&id=1085313622&oid=211707778875
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MCC Winter Extreme Sports 
 

 

 

 

MCC Newcastle has been enjoying the ice and the snow in the run-up to the festive season 

with two popular events on the calendar, the YAM Ice Skating social and a Snow Tubing trip, 

providing the congregation with a chance to try their hands at two whacky sports! 

 

Lesley, Abby, Charlotte, Maddy and Elaine all went ice skating at the Centre for Life for the 

YAM Social. Elaine enjoyed watching on from the sidelines and chuckling to herself about our 

attempts to ice skate and not to look like Bambi on Ice! Charlotte and Maddy did exceptionally 

well for beginners and were soon floating round the ice. We all took a fall at some point but 

managed to get back up again. Everyone had fun and there were lots of smiles, shrieks and 

laughter. Before we knew it our time was up and we all enjoyed a relaxed coffee to warm us up 

in Starbucks.  

 

Snow Tubing was the second event, with a large number of people of all ages, held at  

Whickham Thorns Outdoor Centre in Gateshead. It was great fun and an opportunity to let 

your hair down. But what is a snow tube? It’s a big donut-shaped inflatable, that you sit on and 

slide down a slope. The snow covered dry ski slope looked nerve wracking but exciting at the 

same time, the compacted snow made it even faster than normal and some of us went so fast 

we slid into the padded barriers at the bottom. Some of us loved going fast, chain snow tubing 

(where people hold hands) and making it spin in circles.  

 

Helen was a kind ‘hostess with the mostess’ and made the best hot chocolate, with whipped 

cream and marshmallows on the top (yum yum!). Overall, the two events were fab and it was 

good to hang out with a mix of people from church.Thanks go to Charlotte N, Kate and Helen 

for organising these events. If you weren’t there we hope to see you next time! They are very 

informal events and open to everyone. Have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year and we 

are looking forward to the next instalment of the MCC Newcastle winter sports team extreme 

escapades! 

 

By Lesley and Abby 
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Thoughts from... Mandy and Debbie 
 

 When we came to MCC we didn’t know what to expect. We both had a 
lot of reservations about attending church services again. Over the last 
couple of years I (Mandy) started to feel like I didn’t want to go to 
church anymore because I had a problem with the way people reacted 
towards LGBT people. I felt I would be judged. It was strange because if 
these people reacted towards people of colour in that way it would be 
totally unacceptable and they would be called racists, but yet when 
they behave in a hostile way towards LGBT people it was acceptable to 
be homophobic and people didn’t batter an eyelid. 
 
 I (Debbie) had over the years poured my heart and soul into my  
former church, the church was like my family and the majority of my 
friends were from the church. I was on the leadership team which 
meant I was on stage delivering services and at one point I was the 
pastor of the kids’ church. When it became known to the pastor of my 
church that I was gay I was taken off the leadership team and  
removed from the kids’ church. I was isolated from my church and felt 
I could no longer go. 
 
 We were both nervous upon arrival  at MCCN for the first service and 
turned up late (as per usual!) and thought rather than going in we 
could turn around and walk away. At that point, Kate took our  
decision away from us and came to the door and ushered us in. Thank 
you Kate! Over the weeks the more we came the better we felt, we felt 
we could be together and be ourselves. MCC has helped with the healing 
process of our past experiences and we feel we don’t need to hide. 
We’ve loved the openness that everyone has shown and the willingness 
to talk about their experiences. It makes us realise that we weren’t the 
only ones who experienced difficulties in the past or in the present. 
We’ve been to two squash nights so far and have loved getting to know 

the MCCN Community. The whole  
experience has made us feel there is a 
place for us somewhere and that we  
belong in that place regardless of who we 
are.  
 
So, if you’ve been thinking of coming to see us  
one Sunday know that you’re assured of a very warm 
welcome. You never know, it might just change  
your life too ! 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=44131298&id=61205798


MCC Newcastle Financial Report 
Every week, people give generously to the  

ministry of MCC Newcastle through the offering 
plate at Sunday worship, or through the bank 

by Standing Order.  
 

We also receive donations from time to time. 
 

Thank you to the person who regularly sends 
anonymous donations to the church office.  

We know that you read our newsletter!  
Thank you for your most recent donation. 

Thank you to everyone who completed a Gift 
Aid form, which allowed MCC Newcastle to 

claim back the tax that you paid on your offer-
ings  

to the church.  
 
If you would like to start a Standing Order or 

want to sign a Gift Aid form, they are  
available every Sunday, by the kitchen 

hatch! 
 
 

Sunday service Attendance  
November 

Week 1 33 

Week 2 28 

Week 3 33 

Week 4 11 

Week 5 N/A  

Average Sunday  
attendance 

26 

No. of different  
individuals  

attending over month 

38 

    

Offering in plate £91.27 

Offering through  
standing order 

£1950.00 

Total monthly offering £2041.27 

    

Budget for 2009/2010 £35,520.00 

Operation Christmas Child Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MCC Newcastle would like to extend a very 
warm welcome to all readers. We hope you  

enjoyed our newsletter which is published on a 
monthly basis and can be found in colour on 

our website www.mccnewcastle.org.uk 
 

However, we are obliged to state that nothing 
in this newsletter either; written, said or  

otherwise, purports to represent the 
 Metropolitan Community Church in general. If 
you have any comments about either content 
or  presentation please contact the Editor who 
welcomes any contributions, but reserves the 

right to edit as deemed appropriate.  
 

 

 
 MCC Newcastle collected a grand total 

of 30 shoeboxes —that‘s twice as 
many as last year! 

 
 Six volunteers escorted the shoeboxes 

to the warehouse in Byker. 
 
 We also donated boxes of 

toothbrushes and toothpaste, toys, 
sweets, flannels and soap bars and 
colouring books and pens to help fill 
more shoeboxes. 

 
 The warehouse has told us that our 

shoeboxes are part of a shipment to 
Zimbabwe! 

 
 The warehouse in Byker still  

desperately needs volunteers to 
check and pack the shoeboxes—you 
can just turn up on a weekday or Satur-
day and help. Give them a ring on  
0191 2382081. 

 
THANK YOU FOR HELPING MAKE A 
CHILD SMILE THIS CHRISTMAS! 
 
Full report in January Newsletter 
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Events and Activities 
  

WORSHIP 
 
Sunday Worship 
MCC Newcastle meets every Sunday for worship at 6.30pm. We meet at St. James United Re-
formed Church, Northumberland Road, Newcastle NE1 8JF in the church hall. Our worship ser-
vices are open to all. 
 
W.O.W – Worship on Wednesdays  
Kairos is our free-flowing charismatic mid-week service. Join us on the 8th December to sing 
songs, pray and reflect on the coming of the Messiah. All are welcome! 
 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

Blue Christmas Christmas is not a happy time for everyone. This service  
gives space and time for reflection and remembering, a time when it is ok 
 not to be merry.  
 
Carol Service Our Annual service of Lessons and Carols. Come along  
and bring a friend! 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
Operation Christmas Child 
Come along to the Byker warehouse to take MCCN‘s finished shoeboxes and help the volunteers 
check and pack shoeboxes for sending. Lifts may be available – contact the church for details – or 
just turn up on the day! 
SOCIALS 
 
Listening Lunch  
Kate, your Congregational Care Co-ordinator, will be available to share a special Christmas lunch 
with anyone who wants to join her at Pizzeria Santana, Jesmond. 

Please book in advance with Kate. Come along for fellowship and lunch, caring and sharing.  
 
Tinsel and Turkey 
You are invited to an ―especially tacky Christmas lunch party‖! Food, carols,drink and games 
aplenty. Please bring a delightfully tacky gift (wrapped) for the bran tub valued at no more than £2. 
Dress code is finest Christmas attire. Please RSPV to Kate. 
 
YAM (Young Adults Ministry) is for the young and the young at heart! Join us after Christmas, 
when the family are gone and you are fed up of turkey, to chill out over a coffee and catch up be-
fore New Year. Cafe DB Social, New Bridge Street West, Newcastle. Speak to Charlotte N for de-
tails. 

For more information, phone/text the church phone 07770 543407 or visit www.mccnewcastle.org.uk 
You can find our Facebook group by visiting www.facebook.com and searching for ―MCC Newcastle UK‖ 

 
MCC Newcastle, c/o St James Church, Northumberland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8JF 

http://www.mccnewcastle.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com
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