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EMBRACE THE SPACE 

Saturday, 19 March 2010 

Spurred on by the promise of bacon  
butties and pastries, 23 people  came to 
our ‘Embrace the Space’ morning. It was 
an opportunity for a robust exchange of 
views, some positive, some negative, about 
the potential which the Main Church  
offers us for growth both in numbers and 
in deepening spirituality through new types 
of worship.   
 After a welcome by Pressley, who 
asked us to express our hopes, and fears, 
around the proposed move, Katie Marsh 
led us in song as we tried out the space, 
testing the acoustics by singing ‘Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot’ and other classic 
hymns as a round. We then split into 
breakout teams and considered different 
aspects of worship – music, setup,   
welcome/hospitality and accessibility. 
 Inspired by images brought by Pressley of 
beautiful places of worship we shared our 
ideas: how to make the church bright with 
welcoming banners, greeters and ushers to 
encourage people to fill up the pews from 
the front, rainbow-coloured light  
projections, new kinds of music… 
 The initiative to move to the Main 
Church comes as a result of the  
Visioning process and Five Year Plan 
which the church has been developing in 
consultation with Members and  
Attendees, most recently in our Visioning 
Day, when challenges over our present 
lack of space emerged as a priority.  Many 
of us, myself included, love worshipping in 
the church hall, valuing its simplicity and 
the comforting feel of intimate ‘family-
sized’ worship.   There will be losses as 
well as gains if we move to the main 
church permanently.  
  However, three of the founding 
Members of MCC Newcastle, Mikee, Eric 
and Ian, remembered concerns over a 
similar move – when the church left the 
small upstairs room at St. James’s and be-
gan worshipping in the church hall in 
1997.  Is it time to move on now, to step 
out again in faith?  The fact that the Spirit 
is at work and bringing us an opportunity 
for growth is something that many who 
have attended MCCN services over the 
past few months will recognise. According 
to recent figures released by the Universal 

Fellowship of MCC worldwide, which 
compared January’s attendance in 2011 
with the same time last year, we have the 
fourth largest growth rate of any MCC congrega-
tion in the world! 
 A straw poll at the end of the  
morning indicated that 18 people who at-
tended the ‘Embrace the Space’ event 
were in favour of moving to the Main 
Church for a trial period between Easter 
Sunday and our Pride Service this year.  
Four people voted to stay as we are in the 
church hall. 
 As we proceed with this process of 
discernment about our future, please pray 
about this issue and come to the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on the 10th  April 
at 4.30pm.  There, Members will have the 
opportunity to decide by a formal vote 
whether we will move to the Main Church 
for a trial period.   
 Since the views of attendees who are 
not Members are valued very much in-
deed, the feedback from ‘Embrace the 
Space’ will also be taken into consideration 
when we decide whether to move  
premises on a trial basis at the ACM.  
Many thanks to everyone who  gave of 
their time to take part in this consultation, 
especially our cooks, and to Laura, who 
taught me the difference between a violin 
and viola! 
 
We have much to gain by seeing whether this is the 
next step of MCC Newcastle’s journey towards 
fulfilling Christ’s ‘Great Commission’ of taking 
the Good News to the world.   
Helen Berry 
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Hello Fabulous and beautiful people of MCC Newcastle. How 

quickly the weeks pass and it’s time for another report! The  

Congregational Care role certainly keeps me out of mischief! 
 

The Welcome, Social and Pastoral Ministry Questionnaire went out and 

came back and is currently being analysed. Thank you to all those who 

found the time to respond. Your feedback is invaluable and appreciated. 

I hope to publicise the results at the ACM. The information will be most 

useful to me and to the Board in steering future developments and  

provision for these ministry areas. 

 

Our February social event was intended to be a visit to the Beamish Wild Birds of Prey centre  

followed by cream tea in Castleside. Unfortunately, we were challenged by severe weather and, 

due to blizzards in the area that morning, we had to cancel. I am growing used to the weather in 

the Northern Pennies but know that roads which seem passable at first can quickly become  

impassable with only an inch or two of snow. The priority is always safety first and we will  

reschedule the event when the weather improves, most likely around June. 

 

Our listening lunches continue to be a joy to me. Three new faces have joined us with others 

dropping in during their half hour lunch breaks from work. It is wonderful to see you all and I 

hope that you will all continue to know that you are welcome. 

 

Some of you will be aware that we took a decision to formally commemorate and celebrate the 

lives of MCCN members, visitors and friends who have passed away. We decided that a suitable 

way to do this would be through the planting of a tree in the home area of the person concerned. 

The organisation we use for this also provide a certificate of tree planting (with location) for the 

deceased person’s next of kin. We will maintain certificate copies in a specially designed folder 

in church and we hope to have this completed and available for the ACM. We have dedicated five 

trees to date and I am humbled by the emotional and thankful responses from the families who 

have received their certificates. I believe that they are touched and strengthened in knowing that 

we continue to care for and celebrate the lives of their precious loved ones. 

 

I have continued to have a presence both at the Tyne Trans meetings and Northern Pride  

meetings. Susan M has joined the committees of both organisations (the first time Northern 

Pride has ever had a Trans person on board at committee level). Both organisations do so much 

to highlight the visibility of the LGBT community and I would ask for prayers of blessings for their 

successful continuation. 

 

I look forward now to the April ACM and future ‘Embrace the Space’ events. The questionnaire 

feedback has been immensely helpful in telling me what you want! I will continue to work hard to 

meet expectations and serve this wonderful community. 

 

 

Love & Blessings 

 

Kate 

Congregational Care Coordinator 

Staff Reports 



       Bible Feature 

I’ve been thinking about the state of the world a lot 

lately, what with wars, earthquakes, tsunamis, 

revolutions, wars and Comic Relief’s recent 

exposure of just some of our worlds injustices. All 

these things appear to be an ever increasingly 

common occurrence. I am not an Eco-warrior or 

anti-war person, but its getting to the point where I 

cannot leave this issue unspoken. 

 

In Luke 21  Jesus explains what the future held for 

Jerusalem and the world and warned the disciples : 

 

But when you will hear of wars and revolutions, 

don’t be afraid: for this is something that must 

happen; but the end is not so soon. Nation will 

fight against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom: and there will be great earthquakes and 

famines and plagues here and there; there will be 

fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 

 

A brief look on the internet gave me these 

worrying details of most recent earthquakes 

and Tsunamis in Central & South Asia:- 

 

Feb 22, 2011A powerful 6.3 magnitude earthquake 

hit Christchurch, New Zealand, killing at least 166 

people. China: April 14, 2010 A quake of 

between 6.9 and 7.1 magnitude killed at least 2,039 

people and devastated rural homes in remote 

Yushu county, Qinghai province, 2,500km west of 

Beijing. Turkey: March 8, 2010 A 6.0-magnitude 

earthquake struck eastern Turkey, centred on the 

village of Basyurt in Elazig province, about 550km 

(340 miles) east of Ankara, the country's capital. 

Haiti: January 12, 2010 A magnitude 7.0 

earthquake hits the capital Port-au-Prince 

demolishing buildings across the city, killing more 

than 200,000., Indonesia: September 30, 2009 

Magnitude 7.6 earthquake hits the city of Padang 

and surrounding areas, killing more than 1,100 

people.  China: May 12, 2008 More than 70,000 

people were killed in Sichuan province after a 7.8 

magnitude earthquake hit the region. Pakistan: 

October 8, 2005 At least 73,000 people were 

killed by a 7.6 magnitude quake that struck about 

95km northeast of Islamabad. The quake also 

rocked Indian-administered Kashmir, killing 1,244 

people there.Aceh, Indonesia: December 26, 

2004 A massive 9.1 magnitude quake strikes off 

the Indonesian island of Sumatra, triggering a 

series of deadly tsunamis that sweep across the 
   3 

               Jesus has Told Us of Our Future 

Indian Ocean. Around 230,000 people are killed, 

with Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand among the 

worst-hit countries. Iran: December 26, 2003 A 

magnitude 6.8 earthquake struck the historic city of 

Bam, 1,000km southeast of Tehran. More than 

30,000 were killed.  India: January 26, 2001 An 

earthquake of magnitude 7.7 struck the western state 

of Gujarat killing at least 19,700 people and causing 

damage in neighbouring Pakistan. The quake 

affected 15.9 million people in 7,904 villages. More 

than 17,800 people killed by a magnitude 7.4 quake.  

India: September 30, 1993 A series of quakes 

killed almost 10,000 people in western and southern 

India. The first quake was of magnitude 6.4.  And 

this goes on and on and on…. 

 

 

I believe Jesus was trying to encourage a basic 

lesson to resolve (Luke 21:19) and strength ( 21:36). 

The key essentials are to keep your faith in times of 

persecution (21:10-19), to recognise the return of 

Christ (21:29-33) and to be ready in spirit, heart and 

mind for that return (21:34-36). 

 

In other words folks Jesus is encouraging us to stay 

true to Him even when others are taking the mick,  

calling you names or ignoring you for your faith in 

Christ. Remain strong in living and telling others 

about these teachings and God’s kingdom. You 

never know when Jesus is going to return! When I 

write this article every month my cup of tea sits on a 

coaster that says “Jesus is coming. Look busy...”   

 

Our Parent gives us chance after chance to return to 

these beliefs. Whether you take the recent signs of 

global weather disasters and conflicts around the 

world as a sign of God’s frustration or even if  you 

see them as a sign of the Almighty’s current feeling 

towards the human race, or even if you take them of 

warning signs that Jesus maybe returning; “LOOK 

BUSY JESUS IS COMING” is a cool way to live 

your life. 

                                                            

Amen 

By Claire Liebig-Denham 
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Social Justice 
 

 Gay rights for Uganda 

 

 Homophobia is the fear of, aversion to, or discrimination against homosexuality or  
homosexuals. In 2008, A World Survey of Laws Prohibiting Same Sex Activity between 
Consenting Adults revealed that 86 member states of the United Nations still criminalise 
consensual same sex acts among adults, seven of which have legal provisions with death 
penalty as punishment. Currently, Ugandan legislation (The Penal Code Act of 1950) 
dictates that a person engaging in homosexual activity will be convicted to  
imprisonment for life. However, on 13 October 2009, Ugandan MP, David Bahati  
introduced a new bill, The Anti-Homosexuality Act, 2009, which proposes that if a 
person has engaged in homosexual activity on more than one occasion, they “shall be 
liable on conviction to suffer death”. In addition, any person who is known to have 
helped a homosexual or not reported them to the authorities will also be convicted to 
seven years‟ imprisonment. 

 
 
 

Following the deluge of anti-gay propaganda, David Kato (above, centre), the  
Ugandan gay rights activist and “grandfather” of Uganda's gay rights movement was 
found bludgeoned to death in January 2011, shortly after winning a lawsuit against the 
Ugandan tabloid newspaper, Rolling Stone, which had published a front page article in 
October 2010 entitled “100 Pictures of Uganda‟s Top Homos Leak”. In conjunction, the 
names, addresses and photographs of 100 alleged homosexuals were list alongside a  
yellow banner that read “Hang Them”. 
 
In many cases, prejudice against homosexual people is a consequence of ignorance and 
fear. It is our aim at MCC Newcastle to raise awareness about the realities which our 
persecuted brothers and sisters are being subjected to the extent of which remains  
unknown to the vast majority of people. 
 
In the light of these horrific human abuses, MCC Newcastle is seeking help from the UK 
Parliament to help the homosexual people of Uganda and their allies by denouncing 
this odious legislation which infringes human rights. A letter-writing campaign to local 
MPs and a petition has been started which will be brought along to MCCN every  
Sunday in April after worship. Letter templates will also be made available on the MCC 
Newcastle website. Please consider supporting this campaign by signing the petition, 
writing to your local MP and praying that the persecution in Uganda ends. 
 
By Sarah Duffy 



MCC Officially Launches 2011's 
Easter Offerings for Global Ministries Campaign! 

 

When God's people are in need,    

      be ready to help them! 

 
     -- Romans 12:13, New Living Translation-- 

 

 

MCC Newcastle are excited to be one of 32 „pacesetter‟ churches who will be donating 
their Easter Sunday offering to the work of MCC Global Ministries. Along with churches 
from New York, Boston, Los Angeles, and many more, we will be helping UFMCC with its 
work for social justice abroad, including: 
 

 Opening an LGBT Safe House in Uganda, where activists face terrible  
persecution 
 

 Extending MCC’s ministry in Russia by creating new resources in Russian on  
homosexuality and the Bible and helping to fund their first ever LGBT Christian 
conference. 
 

 Sending an MCC ministry team to the Philippines to support churches,  
          leaders and ministries springing up across the country. 

 
 
 
              A message from Nancy Wilson, Moderator of UFMCC: 
  

For many people on this earth whose faces we have not yet seen 

and whose names we do not yet know, your congregation's  

response will be an answer to their hearts' deepest prayers -- "the 

substance of things deeply longed for and the evidence of things 

that have not yet appeared." 

      5 

Northern Proud Voices

An LGBT Choir

Rhearsals every Friday 7pm
St James URC – Main Church

(£3 rehearsal fee)

Holy Conversations
Thurs 28th April

Church Hall 7pm

“How are my 
sexuality and my 
spirituality linked?”
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MCC Newcastle Annual Congregational Meeting  

MCC Newcastle's Annual Congregational Meeting will 

take place on Sunday 10th April at 4.30pm in the Main 

Church (followed by Sunday Worship). 

 

Members are invited to come and vote on important  

decisions for the church's future, including our 2011/12 

Budget.  

 

Friends of the church are also welcome, but are not eligible to vote. 

 

The Board of Directors is elected by the Members in Good Standing of the 

church to oversee the finance and administration of the church, and to keep us 

in the direction of our vision. There are three Board positions open for election 

this year, one of whom will be our Lay Delegate to the next MCC Worldwide 

Conference in Chicago. All the positions are 3-year terms. Offices, such as Sec-

retary and Treasurer, are elected from within the Board. 

 

Please see our website (www.mccnewcastle.org.uk) for more  

information about how to apply for the Board. All applications to the Board 

must be returned to us by Sunday 27th March. 

 

Other ACM material will also become available online and by post as the date 

approaches. 

               Becoming a member of MCCN 

If you would like to become a voting  

member, we warmly invite you to come along to 

our Membership Class on Saturday 26th March 

at 12 Noon in the Main Church. We will also be 

having aspecial Membership Service to bless 

our new members and celebrate with them 

on Sunday 3rd April. 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to meeting with you to share our journey as a community! 
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MCC Newcastle Financial Report 

 
Every week, people give generously to the  

ministry of MCC Newcastle through the  

offering plate at Sunday worship, or  

through the bank by Standing Order.  

 

We also receive donations from time to time. 

Thank you to the person who regularly sends  

anonymous donations to the church office.  

 

We know that you read our newsletter!  

Thank you for your most recent donation. 

 

Sunday service Attendance  

February 

Week 1 24 

Week 2 31 

Week 3 45 

Week 4 32 

Week 5 N/A  

Average Sunday  

attendance 

33 

No. of different 

 individuals  

attending over month 

(excluding newcomers) 

42 

    

Offering in plate £145.13 

Offering through  

standing order 

£1950 

Total monthly offering £2095.13 

    

Budget for 2009/2010 £35,520.00 

 Something Good is Happening...Worship! 
 
On the mountain, in 
the wilderness, in the 
night, by living 
streams, we journeyed 
together seeking “More 
of YOU in my life” 
during March worship. 
Lime and chilli 

flavoured locusts, panoramic videos and 
slideshows, starry skies, luscious waters and 
music to move mountains were but a few of the 
features which invited us to engage the gospel 
in fresh and meaningful ways. There has been 
a palpable sense of spiritual presence at the 
church as our worship teams have encouraged us 
with care and creativity to search more and 
more of our innerscapes in order to meet God in 
our 'thin places.'  
 
A thin place is a Celtic concept referring to 
special locations where we feel the separation 
between the seen and unseen is very slight 
indeed. We are seeking nothing less than the 
extraordinary within the ordinary on Sunday 
evenings these days. Something good is 
happening, and we hope that more and more of 
you reading this newsletter will come and be 
part of it again or for the first time. 
 
In April, our worship teams will be immersing 
us in vivid stories from the New Testament 
which lead toward the extraordinary 
remembrance of Easter Sunday. April worship 
leaders chose “Love is...” as our theme, 
identifying qualities of God's love as seen 
through Christ in these stories. Each week will 
also highlight one of the awesome and vital 
MCC Global Ministries we have decided to 
support through a special Easter Sunday 
offering. Come and see how hand-in-hand we 
are joining with other courageous inclusive 
communities in small and large ways.  
 
And finally, please do not underestimate how 
important your presence on a Sunday is to 
others. Often we have no idea that just by being 
at worship, we are encouraging and supporting 
one another along this spiritual path in a 
profound way.  
 
See you next Sunday 
 
Pressley  
  

And Finally... 

 
 

MCC Newcastle would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to all readers.  

 
We hope you enjoyed our newsletter which is  

published on a monthly basis and can be found in 
colour on our website at 

www.mccnewcastle.org.uk 
 

However, we are obliged to state that nothing in this 
newsletter either; written, said or otherwise, purports 
to represent the Metropolitan Community Church in 
general. If you have any comments about either con-
tent or presentation please contact the Editor who 

welcomes any  contributions but reserves the right to 
edit as deemed appropriate. 



  
Events and Activities 

New This Month!!  
Our Annual Congregational Meeting is your chance to review the church’s year and to hear the plans for 
the new year ahead. Anyone is welcome to attend the meeting. Only Members in Good Standing are eligible 
to vote. We will be voting to elect members of the Board of Directors and to approve the budget. Papers for 
the ACM will be available at least a week before the meeting.  
 
WORSHIP 
 
Sunday Worship Series – “Love is...” 
Join us on a worship journey throughout Sundays in April based on the theme of God’s love. Love is..Light 
(3rd April), Love is...Redeeming (10th April), Love is...Revealed (17th April) and our special Easter service, 
Love is...Alive! (24th April). We will also be considering an aspect of MCC Global Ministries each week,  
leading up to an Easter Offering for this work. Travel with the worship team as we discover the extraordinary 
within the ordinary of our Sunday worship. 
 
Good Friday Service 
A special service remembering Christ’s death. This year the service will take place in the Church Hall and will 
be organised by our YAM (Young Adult’s Ministry) Group. All are welcome. 
 
Kairos Service 
This service is a time to go deeper in worship through a combination of free-flowing song and prayer. The  
service allows time for personal reflection and response, aiming to worship God freely and listen to the 
Holy Spirit. All are welcome to come along. See Charlotte W for details. 
 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH  
 
Holy Conversations Discussion Group – Sexuality and Spirituality 
Holy Conversations is about having Bible Study and discussion in a safe space. People of all theological  
persuasions are welcome to come – there are no right and wrong answers! This month’s session is on  
Sexuality and Spirituality and takes place in the Church Hall. See Hannelie for details. 
 
Art and God - Banner Painting 2 
Art and God is an opportunity for getting to know one another better in a creative environment, and to  
experience God in the safe space created by camaraderie and creativity. In this session we will continue to 
paint the banners we started in March. Newcomers are also welcome! No painting experience required. All 
materials provided. 
 
SOCIALS 
 
Squash – Sunday Social Time 
After the Sunday service everyone is invited to squash into Mikee and Jonny’s home in Heaton for drinks and 
nibbles, conversation and fun.  
 
Singaround Supper 
Join us for a pie and pea supper and a good sing along in the Main Church! Some of us will be heading out 
on the scene afterwards. Cost for supper £1.  
 
Listening Lunch  
Kate, your Congregational Care Co-ordinator, will be available to share lunch with anyone who wants to at the 
Age Concern Cafe, Mea House. Come along for fellowship and lunch, caring and sharing. Food is provided 
so you just need to buy a drink! See Kate for details.   

For more information, phone/text the church phone 07770 543407 or visit www.mccnewcastle.org.uk 
You can find our Facebook group by visiting www.facebook.com and searching for “MCC Newcastle UK” 

 
MCC Newcastle, c/o St James Church, Northumberland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8JF 

http://www.mccnewcastle.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com
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